
BY TELEGRAPH..Messrs. friTOKS: I desire that yon will permit me throJ
the of the following 'yonr Journal to acknowledge receiptThe Mon and Mldell CompltcMloH.

I ' e Norfolk Day Book has a New York Herald olrPTTU TOTTTinTr!rrnT TrVTTT"?'T A T . The Confederate Conokksk having taken a reeen
for the holidays, our pee.,.!e had the pita-ur- e this wnk
of greeting Mr. Davis, who is home for Clirisinuis, look-

ing unusually well. He says thai there is plenty of

everything in Richmond, but the price i rather high.

The impreson in Richmond is tlrat Lincoln govern-

ment will back down on the Mason atd Slidell sffiir,

though, of course, there is no certainty cf anything in

that connection. The " reliable gentleman " who oc-

casionally arnvrfl from Washington, Las reached R;c-mo- nd

again by the Central Road, at;d he says that the

demand for the narrend r ot Mason and Slidell has been

made by Lord Lyo is, and refused by Mr. Seward We

have our dDubis about the " reliable gentleman,"' but

perhaps he may ei! the truth by accident. Evidently

hostili'iea are luokul hr o.i tLe other side ol the water,

and f reparations are making there1 and in Canada, the

commander of the forces in that colony being the cele-

brated General Williams, f Kurs, so styled b-- . cause of

his obstinate defence of the city of Kars in Asiatic
Turkey, which he fortiu d and held against

army of Russian regulars, his own force being only an

irregular levy of Turkith Miiitia, together with the

armed citizs ot the-- town. Kur.-- was the key of Erze-rou- m,

the capital (f Aimenia, ar d was finally surren-

dered for want of lood.

The death of Prince Albert, the husband of Qaee

Victoria, will Lecewariiy occtskn a go d deal of com-

ment in England, where, whatever our re publican no-

tions may be to the contrary, the Q leeu is regarded, not

simply with loyalty, but with sincere persona! affection,

by nearly all classes of her subject. 1'rince Albert,

too, is said to lu.vc made him.sr!f highly popular ; he wus

a good-lookin- g man, of very fair abilities, of biriiaUe

temper, honorable in his dealings, kuowir.g how to con-

ciliate good-wii- i by presiding over cattle thows aid
great industrial exhibitions, and 'to avoid n wakening the

sensitive jcalou-- y of bis wile's subjects, by careluliy

avoiding the appearance of meddling with polities.

Whether he abstained as much in entity may be ques

tioned.

We suppose Ihe deceased I 'iu.ee was some forty-fou- r

or forty-fiv- e ears of age, a son ol the Duke ol fuxe
Coburg Gotha, and a cousin of-th- Qu"n, his wife.

The family name of the Cohurgs is said to be d'Este,

an Italian name, however it yul where it is. The Co-bur-

have been finding or supplying hush-a- s and

wives for hall the rojahy of Europe bra good whiie,

hence it comes thut Albert wus kin to everybody in that
line, Irom St. Petersburg to Lisbon, so that much crape

will appear on courtly s'eevts lor a certain time.

The Chicago 1 ribune thinks that thereusou General

Christmas passed I ere eiuhtly, a d. noon the !

wHnV wus m r. niprrv ( ibri.,! inns th.ill nliirljt lave
been fcxnected. We noticed n the streets ihe Lets ol

1

many friends from the army of the Potomac, home on

furlough, lo spend Christmas with their families. It is

kn6wn that emr companies are mostly in the regiments

composing Major General Holme' Division of the Low

er Potomac, and our friends, therefore, bring ns no news

from M ananas. We ailude of course to (.ur companies

serving in Virginia. Those in South Carolina have

been kept at their posts.
By the way, nobody appreciates ane re spects General

Holmes more than we do. He is the right man in the

rif ht placi, wherever he t?s, for he wil! r go

anywhere, nor undertake any thing for which he does

not conscientiously fee 1 himself qualified. But we did

not start tiiis paragraph to talk about General Holmes

farther than this : II is old friend aud brother-i- n arms.

Gen. Gatliu has been always, i.i rank as in age, slightly

his junior. When one got a grade the tber soon fol-

lowed, iu the old army, and so far iu the new. They

have served trgether iu the same regiment aud in the

same company. General Holmes has been for some time

a Major General. Why should not General Gatlin,
commanding th; whole important, district of North Ca-

rolina, be at once made a Major General also. The

prov sio'ial Congress will, of course, confirm the appoint-

ment whe-- u it reassembles, and so will the new Senate

under the permanent constitution. No man is more

worthy of this promotion than General Gatlin.
Da'-t-o return te) Chi is1 mas : The day was one of

rho fiin s!, of the whole' year, and almost ever) body was

on the streets, giving an appearance of life to the scene.

John Kuuer wi s around, but by no means numerous.

The Dun Quixote-- , luviuciblcs paraded on ali the R; es

they couid find, but upon the whole the showirg was

rather slim The people who seemed to enjoy Christ-

mas in ail its exuberance, were the "poor oppressed

African ;" they lo-k- td i s happy as clams at some state

of the water, but whih r high or low water we never

could li ,d out, and no clam has ever told us.

We have; not as yet heard of any .iccnient. and we

ti u it that we my not.

Manufactu-- .

On Tuesday alterneion, we paid a visit to the " Cob-federa- te

Arms Facto: y " of Messrs. Froelich & Es' van,

iu the hivv-.- r part ol town. It is comparatively but
yesterday the time can hardly be counted by months

since, vu the sbe ot the Factory, (Mr. Dudley's Mills,)

there was only the al fixtures ot a saw mill and pla-niu- g

machinery. .Now there are lacilities for turning
out 900 eava'ry sabre niatks in a week, or will be by

next week. e woulu have 3 .id, cavalry sabres, but that
the difficulty in making the scabbards has not yet been ful-

ly overcouie,but it sot u will be, and tbeu the Factory will

be able to put swords in tbe hands of a whole cavalry

regiment every week.
We saw the operations of forging the blades grind-

ing them and polishing themtemperii,g them and fit-

ting them with handles, involving sundry operations,
and rctjuiriug the services of men of many trades. The

factory has turned cut and is turning out lances, sabre

bayonets .officers' swords, cavalry sabres, artillery swords
and we suppose all other cutting, sticking and stabbing
utensils.

Yesterday forenoon we happined along the wharf
and louod a Vinegar Factory and a jetrified ham. We
concluded that the hv.w was old enough to be the Ham,
the son of Noah and the father of all the colored people.

The Vintgar Factory was presided over by Captain
Levy, who, iu connection with other gentlemen, appears
to be making arrangements to go into the business pret-

ty extensively, and, so far as we could judge, with profit
to the parties engaged, and also with advantage to the

public. Good vinegar at a reasonable price, or indeed,
at any price, is fast, becoming a pressing want, which,
we have no doubt, this enterprise will help to relieve.

We are not skilled ia.suoh matters, but from what we

could see, in addition to what wus explained to us in

regard to the process, it stems to us that the vinegar
must be good and pure its sourness, so to speak, being
supplied irem pure acetic acid, generated in the process
of fermentation, and not from sulphuric acid added af-

terwards. In a few weeks the vinegar will be ready to

be oilercd in market. Daily Journal, 36tk iunt.

Oltr mental vision is not uulike a spy-glas- s, which
makes things immensely larger than they really are, or

by turning the instrument, correspondingly entailer than
reality.

Are we not a little given t.i kok at things ocenring
around us something in this way. We ste things con-

cerning' our own iaterest out of a el fL-re- end from

what we do things opposed to us. We magnify cur
own merits, and the enemy's demerits. It wouid be

well now and then to tarn the glass to reverse the
machine.

For instance, certain whining paptrs at the North
rejoice over the late fire at Charleston, which they hy-

pocritically effeet to regard as a judgment on that
" cursed city by the sea," " criminal aud unhappy Char-

leston !"
We can appreciate this sort of stuff very fully, and

we can regard it witb due loathing an J abhorrence ; we

have got the iniepiity of the Gothamites at the big end

of the glas?. We see it plainly. It assumes gigantic
proportions.

Now let us luok a htlle farther. Suppose that in

stead of Charleston, New York or Boston had been

burned, yea., literally swept off, would we here have been

particularly sorry, and if Krm;body had remarked,
whether iu ppoken or written words, that it was a judg-

ment upon those wicked and corrupt and puffed up cit
ies, wou'.d it have seemed quite as bad as the same thing
does when the Yankees are the tlTeuding parties. We
somehow think that we would get the small end of the
glass tamed to our own failings and the failings of our

fiiiuds in thi3 respect. Were New York burned down
and a Charleston paper to come out with the expression
that it was a judgment on New York, we rather doubt
if we would be quite as sensitive to the impropriety of
its course, as we are now to the impropriety of the
course pursuid by the New Y"ork Times, Tribune, and

other papers, as in commenting upon the Charle3'on ca-I- d

mity.
We do not make these observations for the purpose

ot excusing the Northern papeis in their unholy rejoic-

ings over the misfortunes of our sister city, but for the
purpose of showing the value of introspection, of put-

ting ourselves in the place of others. By doing so we

may be saved from many erroneous judgments, and kept
from many indefensible acts.

We have no exchange papers since Christmas, but
we will have the Dailies again w. Agood'ma-n-y

of the weekly and semi-wtekl- y papers take a recess
from Christmas to New Year's, but the daily papers
have not that chance and we think it is better. All
bands are better at work than they would bj " seeing
Christmas." 1 here is an old proverb cr rhyme that says
something about the devil always fiading work for idle
hands to do. lie, the evil one aforesaid, is the propri-

etor cf any number of barrels of bad whiskey, and may
yet cause difficulties and squabbles among the best of
friends.

SpeakiDg of Christmas and the evil one to wit, the
devil, the member A our stafi who rejoices in that so-

briquet, complains bitterly that the poetical machinery
of the establishment is out of order and that therefore

be had no Christmas address to present to the town

subscribers. Our diabolos is like unto the Lincoln sol-

diers at Miinassas : hia cry is for " quarters," but he

won't refuse halves, and will even take shin-plaater- s.

Daily Journal, 21th inst.

rilClcH, Beul lO my rumiiouj vui njiauo ... '"-- "j

Frem the EHzabethtown Aid Society Bex No. 3, con-

taining 2 comforts, (I lined with a blanket,) 1 counterpane,
10 shirts, 4 neck comforts, and 30 pr socks. The list set
forth 3G pair of socks and 14 shirts. Only the above num-

bers were received.
From Mrs Ann Cromartie 2 blankets, 1 comfort, 1 sheet,

2 pillows, 4 pillow-case- s, 2 towe?s, 2 pr sock, page and
bandages: Miss Mary Cromartie, 2 blankets; Mrs Julia C
Cromartie' 1 coverlid. 2 it socks: Lnther Cromartie. sq.,
2 pr socks, 2 pr paDts, and sage and pepper ; Miss Sal!ie
Fisher, 3 pr cks : uis Mary Fisher, 3 pr sock ; Miss

-

SJrKSttlt a box of clothmg f r my company was
at-n-t. frnm Kellv'u Dpnnt mine time since : it failed to reach

; r - -- -
us.

We are very thankful for these timely gifts. They come
in good season. .

It may be satisfactory tc our frends to learn that the Con-

federate and state authorities have recently made arrange-
ments to make us comfortable. Bespeci fully,

JOAN A. RICHARDSON.
Cttptarn Commanding Bladeu Artillery.

F rt Fisher, Pec. 23d, 1861.

Wabsaw, N. C, Dec. 25th, 1861.
Messrs. Editobs : Below 1 send y ou a lit of articles

contributed by the ladies in the vicinity of Six Puns Post
Office, Sampson county, for 'he beiie.R.t of the soldiers of
the Southern Confederacy. ISHAM ROYAL.

Mrs Lewis Carroll, 2 pr socks, 1 shirt, 1 blanket, 25 cts;
Mrs Isham Royal, 2 pr Bocks, 2 shirts, 1 blanket; Mrs
Wright Gregory, 3 .r socks. 1 quilt, 1 towel ; Mrs R P Car-

roll. 2 Dr seeks. 2 towels, 1 shirt : Miss Lavina E Merrrtt. 2

pr socks; Miss II C Barden, 2 pr socks; Mrs Wm 8 Mat-

thews, 2 pr seeks ; M A Carroll, 2 pr socks ; Miss Sallie J
Smith, 2 pr socks. 2 shirts, 2 pr drawers, 25 c'.s ; Mrs Alfred
J Daniel, 2 pr socks; Miss C O Chesnutt, 1 pr socks; Miss
Lue S Smith, 2 pr socks, 2 shirts, 2 pr drawers ; Miss Char-
ity P Smith, 1 pr sock, 2 shirts, 2 pr drawers ; Miss Ann
Barden, 2 pr socks; Miss M E Barden, 2 pr socks; Miss
Harriet Cook. 2 pr socks. G yds cloth ; Mrs P G Cook, 2 pr
socks, 1 blanket; Miss SC Barden, 2 pr Bocks; Mrs John
W htokes, 2 pr socks ; Mis9 Asha J Chesnutt, 2 pr socks ;
Miss Anna J Chesi:utt, 2 pr socks ; Mrs Fannie Bass, 2 pr
eocks; Miss Sue C Colwell, 1 towel; II E Smith, lb" yards
cloth; Mrs E J Colweli, 3 pr socks, 2 vests, 1 shirt ; Mrs
Joanna Daniel, 1 pr socka ; Mrs Arc's'd Msthews, 2 pr
socks; Mrs Lewis NC aiop, I pr socks; Wm S Mathews.
$1 ; Henry Colwell, 2 blankets, 2 9hirts ; Jas W Lamb, f I ;

Bryant Merritt, $2: O P James, $1; Lewis Carroll, $1 ; P
Merrrtt, $1 ; fnniel Chesnutt, 25 cts. Also, 19 shirts and 11
pr drawers from the Society composed of the ladies in the
above neighborhood.

OFFICERS OF THE SCCIKTY.
Miss Sal;ie J Smiih, President.
Miss ltebecoa P Carroll, Vice President.
Mrs Wright Gregorv, Secretary.
M:sh Frank Kathis, Ass't Si c'y.
Mrs Lewis Carroll, Treasurer.

Whbkeas. nur brothers. s;ns ar;d acquaintances, have vol-
unteered their services in defence of our country, against
the minions of Abe Lincoln : arjd by so doing tbey are de-

prived of many of tie comf jrts of home, by exposing them-
selves to all tii8 ine'emencies of the weather, from which
they are boun-- to suffer, unless some precautionary. meas-
ures be taken tor thi-i- r benefit. And whereas we are unwil-
ling that they shou'd thus si ffer,

Remo ved, Tha' we use all the means within our power lor
their pi oteclioa, and to render their situation as comforta-
ble as 'he circumstances cf the case will admit.

Hesoiocd. That for this purpose we organize a Society, to
be called the rix luns belief Sorietythe objects of which
hall be to (.n cure c o'hirjg and other articles of comfort

for th? po'dier s
liesoloed, That all who have given their services in de-

fence of the Southern Confederacy, hiive our undivided
thanks tor tho sacrilices they have mace ia le ?ving their
horn s and firesides arid expot-in- themselves to all the trials
and dar gers ot camp lire.

From the Wa&hington (N. C.) Dispatch.
Conf !einte War Tax.

Below we give the correspondence between the Com-
missioner appointed by the State Convention, Mr.
Ferebee, and the Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. Mem-minge- r.

It will be seen that the only currency in
which the War Tax cau be paid is specie or treasury
notes. This, it is feared, wili press severely on many.
But the Secretary thii ka that by spring, the time of
paying the tax, treasury' notes will be in general circula-
tion. We hope so. But if not, and they shall be at
par, the tax collector cau take any goe)d currency and
then exchange it fur treasury notes. This can and will
be done:

BicnMOND, Dac. 9th, 18G1.
Hon. C. G. Memmi- - gk1.:,

Secretary of the Treasury.
Fir : I have beeu instructed by the Convention of Korth

Carolina, now in sei-s;o- at Raleigh, to proceed to this pla e
and confer with yourself, and, if necessary, with te Con-
federate Congress, on the subject of the war tax, and the
means by which the taxes assessed upon the ci.izena of the
State, can be paid.

Notwithstanding the abundant crops, the deprivation of
customary markers, and consequent inability to dispose of
these crops, leave tha people of the State but restricted re-
sources with which to n.eet this requisition. The uneasi-
ness resting upon the public mind is greatly increased by
the fear that specie or Treasury notes will not be within
their reach when the t me for making payment comes. The
anxiety wh:ch is felt on the subject is evinced by the numer-
ous memorials which the Convention ia daily receiving.

In v'ew of this difficulty of raising the taxes, the Conven-
tion has been considering the propriety of assuming aud
discharging the sum as eased against the citizens of Ihe
State, and relieving the people of the burden. 1 f'ave been
commissioned, by a which 1 have hacrthe honor
of laj ing before you at our interview this morning, to make
certain inquiries of the Treasury Department, and to report
the informal ioa which they may elicit to the Convention for
its guidance in determining the proper policy to be pursued.
These inquires embrace, ia their scope, the following propo-
sitions :

1st. Will the claims cf North Carolina upon the Confed-
erate Government, audited previous to April, under the act
of August ?Uth, 1S61, be received iu payment of the tax ?

2nd. If not, cau an arrangement be made whereby
bankable funds, or such currency as is receivable in pay-me- n

of State dues, can be received by the State in paying
the tax?

3d. The act imposing th tax, being silent as to the
currency to be demanded by the collectors, while it express-
ly (Sec. 24 ) designates the medium -- Fpecie and Treasury
notes in which tue State, ast.uii.iing the obligition. must
pay, is it to be understood that t be' collectors may receive
pa went in other lutids, current for all purposes el bu.-.iues- a

or does the restriction apply?
4th. Ihe State prori'-se- to issue a large amount of its

own Treasury notes. Tl?ee will, it is believed, become a
part of the currency. Will they be accepted in payment,
should the Mate undertake the obligation ?

If none cf these propositions meet with the approval of
the Department, then, in vi-- w ot the prevailing apprehen-
sions felt that Confederate Treasury m.tes cannct be procu-
red in sufficient amount, you will further obiige me by a; y
inf rmat.on which 1 may be permitted to report to the con-
vention, calculated to quiet s ch apprehensions, and any
other suggestions which you may make on ibe subject.

ah eaily reply will greatly oblige me,
Your very obedient servant,

D. D. FEREBEE.

Confederate States of America, )
Tkeasury Department Richmond,

Dec. 11, 1SS1 J
D. D. 1 EKEBEE, EQ,
Commissioner of North Carolina, Raleigh IT. C.
tiR: Yt ur letter of the l)tb has beeu euiy received, and I

take the ear iest opportunity of answering the seversl in-
quiries which it makes.

let. The claims of the State of North Carolina cannot be
set off against the war tax. The object of the tax is to
sustain the financial operations of the Confederate Govern-
ment by securing payment of the principal and interest of
the puolic debt. Tui object would he defeated if the
claims of the Slates were allowed to sbscrb the tax.

2ud. An esseniial featur e of the financial scheme of the
Confederate is to create a demand for Treasury
notes. The circulation of these notes is secured to the ex-
tent of the war tax by making them receivable in payment
ot that tax The acceptance cf bank notes or any other
currency would defeat this object, and tbey caanot, there-tor- e,

be accepted as a substitute.
3d Ar cord ng to the existing laws, payment of public

dues can be lawfully made only in coin or Treasury noteB.
It was Dot necessary, therefore, to declare specifically in
what medium the war tax shou d be paid ; the general law
applied to this, in common with other public dues, and
made it the duty of Collectors to demand coin or Treasury
notes ; and to exclude an exceptional construction where a
State might assume paymeLt, it was expressly declared that
such payment should be mads in the same medium as is
required by the general law.

4th. This inquiry is already substantially answered in the
negative. It is obviou3 that the same objections would ap-
ply to the acceptance of a State currency in payment,
whether by corporate or State authority.

In conclusion, permit me to eay, that 1 think the appre-
hensions ente rtained in your State as to the difficulty of
procuring Treasury notes by the tax payers, are not well
founded. They arise from the preeut condition of things.
You will observe, however, that the tax is not payable un-
til May. Before that time a large amount of Treasury notes
will be Jstucd by the government, and there wiii be no diff-
iculty in procuring them in exchange for o' her currency of
good credit, at or very nearly at par. The superior conven-
ience which they afford in being available in every State of
the Confederacy will make them mere valuable ; but a small
premium Las always proved able to control this advantage,
and to place the best funds at the command of any person
desiring them ; and 6Dch will be the case here if the gov-
ernment shall be so fortunate as to prevent a redundancy.

Respectfully, Your ob't serv't.
C. G. MEMMINGER,

Sect. Treas.

LvsrDC t ih Ut ky In the Faul of 1856 I showed my
show in Utiky, a trooly great sitty in the Btste of New
York.

The people gve me a cordial recepshun. The press was
loud in her praises.

1 day, as I war givin a descripshun of my Boecta &
Snakes, in my usual Howry stile, what was my skorn & dis-
gust to see a big borly feilow walk up t the cage containin
my wax figgers of the Lord's I ast Supper, and cease Judas
Iscsrrot by the feet and drag him out on to the ground, as
hard ss he cood.

8ez he, "What did you bring this pussylanermus cuss
here for?" A he hit the wax figger another tremenjns blow
on the hed.

Bez I, "You egrejus ass, that air's a wax figger, a repre-Ftntashn- u

of the false Pestle."
Sez he, "That's all very well fur you to say, but I tell

yon, old man,, that Judas Iscarrot can't show hit self in
Utiky with impunerty, by a darn si'e!" with which obser-vashn- n

he knaved in Judasis hed. The young man belonged
j to 1 of the fust famerliea in Utiky. I sood, him, & the
1 Joory brawt in a.verdick of Arson in the 3d degree. Arte-m- us

Ward.

the 2 1st, from which it makes the accompanying ex- -
-

tracts in its issue of the 24th:
1HB SITUATION.

Lord Lyons had two interviews with Secretary Seward
Tea erday, and their conference were Baid to be of a most
ccidial and friendly character. No formal writtea sommu-nicatio- n

had passed between them relative to the Mason
and Mideil oflair, nor has any demand been made of our
government in the matter. Capt. Seymour, the Qaeen

Vt
9

messenger, u:u Kuneium w j
day. father thl!.

1

me menca, auu muu. uj .v - r ""IT." I

It ia not nnlikftl-- ; that Lord Lvons wi i WHDDOiu uis aeiuauuB
until the mails' of the America arrive If a peremptory
deL-au-d for the release of the rebel commibbioiu-r- s be made,
involving the isfne of war, it is probable that the Cabinet
will yierd for the time, in view ot the piesent exigencies of
the country in its struggle with a desperate rebellion, and

;he condition also of England's maiLtiining an honest
neutralitv and no other considerations. When our diflk-- ty
at Lome is settled, our accounts with England will naturally
c- - me up tor settlement at our own time, and the luture may
dec.de the issues anting out of this aflair, and many o'hers
on record against our quasi iriend on the other side ot the
water.

The repeat that the British gunboat Itinaldo started from
Halifax in thirty nimnteB after the arrival of the Africa,
with to ihe fccglit-- Admiral at Havana, was a
misapprehension, it happened that tie Kinaldo had steam
up at the time the Africa arrived, and was about to start
for this pon, v here see arrived ytsterday, to relieve the
gucbost Racer, which is to return to Halifax, according to
the ordinary rule of ichangirig vessels at the difleieiit
ports.

A bribk and uccesF.fu! coi fliet took place at noen yester-
day on the iines in lionto! Washington Gen. McCailV
brigade went oat iu iLe morning on a foraging expedition
towards Drainsvi lc. Hia dvauce force, commanded by
General Oid, cont-iste- of four regiments of infantry, a reg-
iment of Pennsylvania rifles and Kaeton's Sa'.ery. Near
Draiuesville a fire was opemd ou tlem by the rfbeis, under
Col. Forney, numbering four regiments of infantry and one
cf cavalry who were concealed iut. e bulu s. 'J he the was
.etui Ltd irom our and ihe battery, and after an hour's
fighting the lebtis retreated towards Fairfax Court Hoa-e- ,

leaving 150 killed and wounded behind them, together with
two c&iion t and a quantity of clothing and
mores. Geteral fticOtll had ordered General Re-nold- s

to a" point on the Leesbtn-- turnpike to support General Old,
in anticipation of an attack ; but before (ienerals, He nolds
ana ."tlcGall reached the field of action the rebels had been
Jefeated by the irresistible fire of Kaston's batteries and the
riHes of Col Kane's regiment. Our loss was about ten kill-
ed and fifteen wounded. The troops ot General McCall re-

turned to caup !ast night.
The message ol the President relative to the afiairs of

Mexico, which we re sent to the Kenate on Thursday,
the advice f that body as to his course with regard to the
inv:tation to our government to join the tripartite aiance
of European Powers fegainst Mexico. He states that at the
presetit tin e he is unwilling to take the reeponsibili y of
dtcidirg whether to accept the invitation or to loan Mexico
V e money to pay iff th demands mad-- upon her by her
foreign creditors". The Senate, h wever, tr.it "no action
upon the message, ; nd probably will not uutil the first week
is January, after ihe ae'jou! timerit.

Extract from the Herald's Editorial
lJirOKTAMT FKOil WASHINGTO MASON AND SLil). LI, TO BS

DELIVERED VP IF DB ANDED
According to our latest advices from Washii gton, all ap-

prehensions cf a rupture wiih England upon the late affair
of the Trent may be Our Cabinet, we a e in-

formed, looking to the absorbing and paramount issue the
suppression of this Southern rebellion wil yield to the
peremptory demands of Kiiglar.d as the conditions ot her neu-
trality, even if thei--e demands involve the restoration of
Mason and lidell to the protection of the British flag, and
a of, and an apology lor, their seizure by Captain
Wilkes.

In adopting this alternative ef submi-piu- n to those per-
emptory demands, the admiristratiou runs the hazard of
disappointing the popular sentiment of our loy;il States
Put a little reflection will satisfy every intelligent mind of
the wisdom ot deferring a final s ttltmeBt. with England
until we shall have made an end of this Southern rebellion.
There have been some conjectures that arbitration may be
resorted to ; but it is better gracefully to 3 ield to the ex-
igencies of the crisis, and promptly relieve Et glacd of her
convenient pretext for a qsarrel, without the intervention
of any third party. Ltt our government, 'hen, meet the
requisitions of Lord Lyons, in the restitution of Mason and
Slidell to British protection, and in an acknowledgement
that, while Captain Wilkes wouid have been right in seizing
the Tr ent steamer and in bunging her before a prize court
for adjudication, he was vtrong in limiting his proceeding
to the seizure of his prisoners ; and that we regret that his
controlling considerations of international courtesy and
leniency should have resulted m the very onence v hich.it
was his particular object to avoid.

Ilonestly, we hardly know what to make of this.'
The Herald is no authority for anything. But we must
think that in this instance, it indicates the wist), the de
sire of the Liucoln Cabinet. Its editorials are nut for

ward as fteiers, to find out how the thing would take
with the people of the North. Of conrse, we here are
not the guardians of the honor of the Northern govern-

ment, but for the sake of human nature, for the honor
of our common tongue, tnd a little just a little for

our own we do wish that Lincoln and his
Cabinet wculd only have a little back-bon- e aud stand up
like men to their braggart professions. We say like
men for everybody knows they cannot be men.

We do not know what will be dene, and therefore can-

not say. We do know what we think will be done and
can say we think Brother Jonathan is preparing to
eat dirt to swallow all his big words to give up Ma-

son and Slidell, and England is not going to make any
concessit or conditions about it. The Lincoln go-
vernment is going to devour the abomination "pure and
simple." And people expected the South to live under
that administration !

The Norfolk Day Bock of yesterday copies from the
New York Herald an account of certain reported Fede-

ral success-- s in W; stern Missouri. It is stated that
General Pope surprised a body of Confederate troops
in Johnson county, Mo, and scattered their force of

about twenty-tw- o hundred in all, capturing one hun-dn- d

and fitly men and all the baggage and stores. Al-

so that subsequently a Col. Davis belonging to Gene-

ral Pope's command surrounded and captured on the
18tb instant near Warrensburg, Johnson County, Mis-

souri, 1,300 Confederates, including three Colonels, and
seventeen Captains. Also a thousand stand of arms,
besides baggage. Gtn. Elalietk reports this officially to
Gen. McClellan. We do not believe it all, but we
fear there is ot lead; some truth iu it. Gen. Halleck also
says that information was received at St. Louis on the
19th that the Fe Jeral troops at Glasgow, near the Mis-

souri kiver, and West of Jefferson City, had taken
about two iens ol powder, iu kegs, buried on Clay-born- e

Jackson's fai rn. Daily Journal, 2Gth inst.

Jeff. Thompson. Mr. VVbitaker has on sale photo-

graphs of sundry distinguished men. For instanc, he

has Prer ident Davis, Gen. Beauregard, Gen. Johnston,
Mr. Breckenridge and others, and among them is Jeff.
Thompson. Unless General 1 hompson's photograph
belies him, his is certainly one of the queerest looking
faces ever eeen outsido of a comic alm.v'iac, or an illus-
trated edition of Don Qaixotte. Jtff. must be a char-
acter with that mug. tie cau't help himself.

Ttie North rn " War Program;."
The New Yetk Herald gives the following as the Federal

" war programme :

Ihe rebels are now threatened on all sides, to an extent
which causes considerable quaking throughout the whole
Ponthera Confederacy. 5ur latest intelligence, iu a small
con pass, is about as follows :

1. Cedumbu1?, Kentucky, is to be taken.
2. Merrphrs. Teanesaro, wili be bombarded aud reduced.
3. Parson Brownlow has possession of Eas', Tennessee

and will, probably, soon cut tffa'l intercourse between Vir-
ginia and the extreme South.

4. The stone fleet w:lt in a few days seal the fate of the
city of Charleston.

5. Fort Pulaski will be attacked and reduced.
6. Savannah must succumb or be left in ashes.
7. Fort Barrancas and Warrington, Florida, are

a heap of ruins, and Pensacola must follow.
After threatening us with this terrible destruction, the

Herald continues :

When the plana now maturing shall te carried into effect,
simultaneous movements forward will be made from all
points upon rebellion When the expeditions of Butler,
Burnside and Shermaa advance at the souta, aDd from Pen-
sacola to the mouths of the Mississippi, the Union troops
press iand, then McClellan's armies will move forward in
the north, the ilississppi expeditions will advance upon he
west, and enr- - armies will attack at once Coinmbus and
Bowling Green, Kentucky ; while upon the east, troops from
Fortresa Monroe will attack. Yorktown and Norfolk, troops
from Romney will take Winchester, and treops and our gal-
lant navy from Beaufort wili assail Fort Pulaski and Savan-
nah. Thus, upon all sides, rebel!i n will be simultaneously
attacked, until the Confederate rebels will exclaim like
Macbeth:

There is no flying hence, nor tarrying here.
This, in general terms, is the plan of the Union campaign
a Bteady, irresistible, simultaneous advance from every

point incesaent, simultaneous attacks from all quarters,
making resistance hopeless and success certain a gradual
but sure crushing out of the rebellion.

North Gaeolikians and thb War. The recent
handsome action of a North Carolina company of Ar-
tillery, in attacking successfully a gun boat of the en-
emy at Port Royal Ferry, ia noticed elsewhere. The
people of the "Oid North State" may take no email

of pride in the fact that North Carolinians hnve
first drawn the blood pf the enemy, on the bntlle field in
Virginia and bauta Carolina; and if Col. Vance's Reg-
iment can get a meeting with the Union traitors of
East I'enDessee, whom his now pursuing, the same will
be the case in that State also,

FayctttvilU Pmbylerian.

DEATH OP GEN. COCKE FOREIGN NEWS, 4- - ,

ElCHMOND, Va Dec. 27th,
, . .

n

ni.:i:. est - !--

' u

his residence in Powfeatan county on jeaterdsy. rj .
'

weahhy and public spirited gentleman, and a brave a- -
J

comclished officer.
The Norfolk Day Biiok of this morning puV-l- i he"

items of news by the recent fore gn arrivals thaa ,;it ,

gi aphed on yesterday. Ihe Persia brrngs Lverpo.-
to the 15i h Dec. ?

The Liverpool Mercury, of the 15 h in;.t ., niys U,

has approved f he English policy in referet.ee ? v.

American difficnlty, and ha advised ship owners to ii

their captains of outward bound vessel to signal;'' ;.
vessels that war with the United State is prub i.j

The London Times of Friday quotes Consols at !(!, .

The Washington correspondent of the New Ycik
reference to the Mason and Slidell afliir, says that ti k'

fair is complicated, that time alone can unravel ir, ; i f
the utmost prudence on the part of the admini.-ei.- i ; f?

be necessary to avoid a war which may involve i r

States with more than one European power, wl.il W;. .

engaged in a life and death struggle lor the rao- - vat t
the Union itself.

The Paris correspondent of the N. Y. Herald sa ?.

the French government has signified to Enc-'ab- its w i'
ness to recognize the rebel government at once, a d in (

the United States do not deliver up Masn a id r. 1 in ;

E gland and France will do so.
The Paris Patrie has come out strong for tbo rebel .

1 he Paris correspondent of the New York Tin
war occurs between England and the Uni ed M". , t

French sympathies will be wholly against the Unite .1 si
The N. Y. Times, of the 25th. says tl at there an

English vessels iu the Northern ports, en
thpm are making rapid preparation to hasten h ri- -

Gep; Sherman haa been pronounced not ir.satihc,
retnrned to his command in Missouri.

The New York Times' London correspondent r
nearly the whole English nation, iuc-udin- the mob., r
veiling in literal madness on account of the a'leged h
the English flag.

There is no commercial news of the recent Eim .

rivals, in papers of the 2tth or 25th inst.
Nothing ii definitely known as to the action f Li ki '

his Cabinet about Mason and Slidell, but the indi.-.aM- o

that Lincoln will be forced to yiel 1.
Hale has presented in the Senate a peti'b n from il.

urging that the freedom of the presi has been rnvad jil
A dispa'ch from St. Louis, Dec. 24tii. states thut nc ;

sand rebel prisoners, taken by Gen. Pope, badan!,-- ;

mat ciry. ihe rebels nad cestrcyed tiie nrid-r- o
river and Missouri railway.

LATEST FROM RICHMOND.',
IiIGHMOND Va., Dec. 2Sth, 1 '

Up to Christmas day the Lincoln government i

been able to unravel the gordion knot of their II i!
fairs. All the prominent European powers sustui.r r ,

in demanding reparation for the late insult by Capt. V

Buriiside's expedition of small draft steamer:. di"
for the Southern coa.et are about ready for leaving.

A lot ol gambling paraphamalia were burned ..
jesterdiy, accordiegto law.
SKIRMISHING NEAR PORT ROYAL A BATTLE

PECTED ARRIVAL OF THE GLADIATOR.,
Augusta, Geo., Dec. '27:u. -.

.

The Courier of this morning says that out of the c:,
gun boats exchanged a few shots with the Co'c's 1 ...:-- ; '

tery on yesterday.
, Dispatches state that a fleet of twelve gun bo is
passed up White Point and made a
Evans forces. Reinforcements have gone to the --.: .

a fiht there ia imminent. Demonstrations ha ye b

made on other points.
The North Carolina battery disabled a FaJcral f..:i i ,

on Tuesday.
Five steamers anchored ofi Cole's Irand last n '

battle is expected to-da-

it is reported here Augusta that the Meani.sh.ip i. '
tor has arrived in a Confederate port, with a la-- g

ot arms and ammunition
The schooner Priece of Wales, from Nassau f- - r C.

ton, was chased ashore near Georgetown by the Lkco'.ih'.
and was burned by the captain.

FROM KENTUCKY.
Nashville, Tknst., Dec 27dr, 1

The latest Louisville papers received here represent, t
Northern troops continue to pour into Kentucky i:i
continued stream

The Louisville Journal, of the 18th int-.t..- states up"-- ;

it says is very good authority, that Seward h:m really
Archbishop Hughes the secret missioa to Spain.

The Cincinnati Enquirer, f the ISth inst., assort. t t;;
direct information from Washington, thr.t there will 1.:
advance from the Potomac until spring, and teat vo
ral engagement will take place this" winter unlets .1

brought on by Gen. Beauregard.
Memphis, Tkn., Dec. 2Cth. IVi

Reliable intelligence from Bowling Green &a;.s i

pearances do not indicate an eugap cment, thou."!1, u: :

seen circumstances might precipitate a light in eL-l.- t t r '

days.
But few Federals have yet crossed Green river, nr 1 V

reported that the? have gone back and burne 1 ti ; J:
Gen. lliudman's official report of the Woodsonvi'!-- '..

is as fellows : Killed Col. Terry and three Texan Ha:;:;-Wounde-

Lieut. Morris, 3d Texau Rangers,
. .

(!:i.n:
st in 1 1 1. r i a iioapx. waiKer, mree itangers, anu iwo 01 i;ie ;i

talion, slightly. The enemy's lo?r wa3 seventy-liv- e 1: ::

and the number of wounded is unknown. Wo ,

prisoners.
Kentuckiaus frcm Bourbon county, who liae n;

here, say that the road from'Paris to Pteatoaburg ii c'.i
of L'EColn troops.

Squads of Southerners are constantly joining e1:. "
shall from the Blue Grass counties.

Marshall's soldiers are openly recruiting in Bcnrb rj c m.
ty. But lew Union men aie now lound, except in tow u.

Men from the mountains are flocking t : arshall's
ard in large numbers.

Nothing new from Columbns.

LATEST FROM KENTUCKY.
Nashville, Tenn., Dec. V7I1-- .

A dispatch to the Cincinnati Commercial, dattd 1"

ford, Ky., Dec. 19th, Kays that advices from isomer'.-- t '!
that on yesterday morning, at daj light, Gen. w.

all his force, marched ont to attack the rebel c :r.-;-

position at Fishing Creek with sixthrusaud infu
some artillery.

Schaff's force consists of two East Ter.cessfo .
-- b.r '

Haskin's Kentucky, the 17th, 31st. 3."th a"d :!b'h Ohio.
Standort's Ohio and Hewett's Kentucky battel ks !' t;.

guns.
Schaff is confident of whipping Z jllicnfT' r, v.'x :.

hope of capturing the most of his men. The but;'.:
place yesterday or to dtv.

The St. Louis Republican, of the 20 h ..f-.- s

Gen. Halleck this morning received a ch-patc- I n ir .

Pope, which says that alter a forced marccd he bu i

tured one hundred and fifty cut of lifteeu hundred 1

recruits at Lexington, together with their bart"'' -

Camp Fquipare.
The Le;uhville Courier of to-la- y B.iy that the i" : :

feuthorities have notified the publishers of the J

Journal that a change in its course is cecia.-- y 10 n

its continuance.

From the RicLmoud L

Tine Defences at lotlUown.
While we have no means of ascertaining the acfual '

tions of the enemy, it ia gratifying to have; the
the ability of the South to resist an. attack upon om
most '"mportant points yet threatened by invasion. '

Magruder, commanding the forces on the Pe n'nc u'n, r r;;:

ces in a special order, dated the 19 h of December, t!i .1 .

ter a minute and most rigid examination of tlif dn:.
at Yorktown, he has entire confidence in t'noii ;iV .

when defended by the gallaut Boldiers of the Coli'lu':.:
to resist the mott powerful attacks of the enemy, wit!.
number of ships ; and ihat the eue-m-

y cannot succeed in g

possession of our works under any circu;ns'3nceH v. u --

ever. The Command mg General therefore i'tj-t ,o ;! -

the troops on the prospect which the exnected
the enemy's fijet from Annapolis allords them of ie;
an insolent foe, whose object is to invade our la?, J
stroy our homes. 1 he order proceeds as t .no as :

There is much more apparent than real danrcr ti u

attack by ships, aad the gallant manner in which ti r ; '

tempt on Pensacola was defeated by our corxira-- :. lia '

well as the state of the work9 here, jutitiev; tie covi
expectation cf the Commanding General of a rcn.Ii
more glorious to our armr. Should this fleet J l; n

against another point, our brother "soldiers e'sow heii- '

esteem themselves fortunate in haviDg tho cpicitiny
drive them from our waters.

At the signal which has been fixed upon by C '

the commanding officer of the garrison, the mem w i'l r

promptly to their several posts. The batteries w -

in a constant state of preparation, shot will W. i.:y
ed in the furnaces, and those entreated with the ir:;;. ;

duty of ascertaining the approach of an r r (I

the alarm, will exercise the utmost vigilance to cr u

successful performance. It is recommended to ti j
manding ofiker of the post to cause the men to ret c

early hour lor a few nights at least, and to be static
their posts one hour before daylight. This airar .'

to avoid, as much as possible, fatiguing ri.e
rison.

The commanding General will station himse'f in t'"' r;

of bis troops, and having the greatest conlidc-LCt- ; n ;

gallantry, again congratulates them iu their
triumph.

Seventh Brigade, Army of Hie .

This brigade, composed of the 13th, ITtli, I

21st Mississippi regiments, (and probably some u'.. ;

was organized shortiy after the battle of Yi5;n9.----

postejd near lAsburg, on the left win;? of ihe Ai
the Potomac, under the ccmraacd of Gtn. Kvur,- -

duty has been to guard a large portion of the IV ' ;

river, from the upper edge of Loudon county to u..
month of Uoose creek; and though their labors

very arduou9.the men feel we.Il icpai J by Use

sciousness of having rendered their country cs.e.il;--servic- e.

On the Sih insfant, Central Evans i.a! !,

brigade called out for review, and uwle !::s Je-
well speech to the soldiers, presenting each rrgnr.t
with a battle flag, which they promised never to u;.;-hono-

The occasion was enlivened by the splcnuiu mu-

sic of a brass band, as well as by the encouraging kin.

of woman ; and though the soldiers experienced a par..-.-

of regret en parting with tbeir commander, they c a..;

notiepress thir enthusfams when the buautrul
General Evans, waowere bestowed upon them.

to South Carolina, is succeeded by Gen. D. 11. J I'l!,

Bethel fame; and the country will confidintry ep;
from him a continuation of the weak which h:s r.

ceesor bo worthily initiated. We ham from a c -
.

pondent that the health of the brigade is very gou

that the soldiers will endure the rigors of winter xnf

better than was anticipated.icA. Dispatch.

t0 FEDI5UATK STATKS OP AMERICA.

WILMINGTON, N. C, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23, 1861.

The Siililt of lie rrc, Domestic and Forelgn.The
European Complication.

No mail from the South and but little froin the North.
The much maligned telegraph the only avenue for news.

It is tolerably interesting. It will be seen that ur ar-

tillery has been payiDg its respects to another of Mr.

Lincoln's gun-boat- s in South Carolina waters.

The Grst paper we pick up is the "Washington (N

C.) Dispatch, in which we find little or no local items

or a quotable character. We are tot certain whether

the correspondence between Mr. Memtninger, Secretary

of the Treasury, and Mr. Ferebee on behalf of the

Convention of this State, which appears in the Dispatch

under the head of "ConfcdLrate, War Fax," makes its

first public appearance through the columns ol that pa-p;- r.

It is a m.itter of public interest and will be found

elicwhert iu to-da- Journal.
A military correspondent writing from Camp Price,

K ir!tr George's county, Virginia, a member of the "Kip
Van Winkles" which company recently proceeded from

MTddleton, in ilyde county, to join the second regiment

in Virginia, mentions seme strange things seen en route.

As an indication ol the military epirit prevailing he

rays Levnaw in Kiaston several negroes and one bobtail
dug wi b shoulder straps on.

'J ho Niuberri Progress and the Raleigh Slate Journal
ere the only North Carolina papers we have seen so far,

that hiive been able to start a poetical address for

Christmas. It ,13 a good old custom, this thing of

Christmas rhyming, bat hard to sit down to while so

much of the actual prose of life is pressing down upon

all.
Vhat has happened to the rest of our State cotem-r.orarie- a

we hardly know, Christmas we suppose. The
MjUfiUun Eagle, from Shelby, Cleavelasd county, also

reached us this morning, but it is over a week old.

Of papers outside of tLe State we have the Richmond

D. patch and Examiner and the Petersburg Express.
None other North of us since Christinas, and no South-

ern mail. The whole interest of these papers, the point
10 which all their ?peculi!tion3 tend is the European

it triplication. That England is ready and willing for a
war there would seem to be no manner of doubt, al-

though it is possible that the death of the Prince Con-sor- t

will cause the papers of that country to be less ex-

clusively occupied with that topic than formerly, fur a
.;w days only, for the great world of London will

move on if all the kings and princes now living were to
die. Of the thousand and one opinions offered, one

uj3 to be gaining ground rapidly. That the Lincoln
government will back down and surrender Mason and
.Slidell. We are something like Governor Letcher, in

praying that Lincoln's back-bon- e may be stiffened that
like Pharaoh his heart may be hardened? It would

teem to us that a little reflection ought to convince any
body that .incoln aud Seward would be mad if they
1 hiked a war with England at this time. We fear they
ore not mad enough for that, neither are they wise or
sensible enough to come forward at once to negotiate
the terms of an honorable peace and quiet separation
with the South.

TI13 idea of an attack upon some part of the North
Carolina coatf, by a portion of General Burnside's ex-

pedition now fitting out at Annapolis, seems to be gain-

ing ground. Newborn is the point most epoken of, but
?;t think Port Macon, or some other point more ap-

proachable by shipping, is more likely to receive the at-

tention of the invaders. The suspicion has never quite
been abandoned that an attempt might be made to turn
Fort Muoon by landing either on Eogue Banks or on

the mainland near Swacsboro'. To get to Newbern
from Swansboro' would require an immense circuit, ta-

king the county read, and an attack on Fort Macon by
way of the Banks, would not be quite as amusing to
the attackers as might be thought. In cither case the
ba?o of operations would be distant, and the supplies be
liable to interruption. With reasonable firmness and
common precaution, we think Newbern is safe against
any force that will be likely to attempt to work its way
that far inland. Although we know that soundings
have been taken all along that concave sweep of the
coast extending from Cape Lookout to Cape Fear, and
known on the maps by the general designation of "Ons-

low Bay," and although we know also, or at least be-liev- u

that some few worthless characters along the banks
may have been tampered with, we have no idea in the
world that any serious attempt upon Wilmington on

the one side, or Beaufort and Newbern on the other
be made by way of the distant and shallow water

wf the smal'er sounds between Swansboro' and New
Topsail, nor ;s there any probability of such attempts
being made at points so distant as the places indicated.
AV't! must wait and sec.

The spirit of the Northern press 13 less belligerent
than formerly. Indeed the New Yoik Herald and
Times, with other war organs that wheeled round so ra-

pidly, and alter talking Llood and thunder, advised sub-

mission, now exhibit a more uneasy feeling. It begins
to le regarded as doubtful whether war can be avoided.
The Mason and Slidell aflair is only a part of the com-

plication. The English residents of Washington look
upon war as imminent, but that is probably only an
opinion. It is certaiu that Lord Lyons communicated
with Mr. Seward on this day week, after the arrival of
Captain Seymour, the Queen's messenger who came
over in the Europa. The communication which he
made is still a secret. It is added that Mr. Adams' dis
patches have little to say touching the affair of the
Trent, he having received no communication on the sub
ject from the British government.

The Washington correspondent of the New York
llcrcld has the following, which we give for what i

may be worth. We do not know whether it is worth
anything :

'ihe President haa importsnt private letters, that wil
11 ave great weight m the summing up of this traitorous im
broglio. Senator Burnner, chairman of the Committee on
Finance laterupted the proceedings of the Senate to-da- y

by moving that the body go into executive session to con
eider important business, communicated by special mesen
ger of the President. The motion prevailed. The mes
sage contained highly important documents concerning our
foreign relations, but having no reference to the Mason and

affair. It concerns the tripartite expedition to the
Gulf, which is after ail of more importance to this govern
ment than anything now agitating the public mind in this
country. The metsage was ordered to be nrinted. The
Mason and Slidell affair is only employed by the British
government as a pretext while they employ their forces in
Another direction to destroy our power and strengthen
their own.

The Baltimore iWs Sheet of the 21st has the fol

lowing :

"We are enabled to give what we believe to be the cor
rect tenor of the dS)atches of the British Government to
Lord Lyons. It Will be noticed that the demand is re
stricted for the present to the surrender of the Southern
Commissioners on boaid a British vessel; and that a dis-
patch has been sent to Admiral Milne directing him to pro
ceed at once to Boston harbor with a fleet of forty-fiv- e

vessels. We have every reason to believe that the state-
ment which we have given ia correct in every particular."

We learn that among the released Hatteras prison

ers who have reached home via Fortress Monroe and
Norlolk, is Major Andrews, of Goldsboro', command

junt of Fort Hatteras. It will be remembered, howev
er, ihat the Major was cot in command at the time of

the surrender, Commodore Barron having been called
to that position. We have not seen Major Andrews
and therefore have heard no details definitely, but hear

it reported that the release of the Hatteras prisoners is
unconditional. The Northern government expects, we

believe, the release of a corresponding number of their
prisoners, being thus anxiouj to carry on a sort of sub

rosa exchange without acknowledging the Confederates

S3 belligerents, by establishing a regular system.

Sherman ha3 not advanced more rapidly from Hilton

Head, i3 that ha hts got the dyspepsia, and is therefore

slightly hypochondriac. There is probably pome truth
in hi3 beiug a little lcmey, for he always was the "iiiest"
man in the United States Army. A cantankerous,

crabbed, sour, unaccommodating person. This we have

heard from sundry officers who knew him in former
times. Sherman will probably be displaced.

The rapidity with which the Lincoln administration
sets up generals, apparently for the mere purpose of
bowling them down again, cannot have escaped notice

A solution of the mysterious cause of the almost cer-

tain fate of all these military men is said to be found in

the jealousy of the civilians of the Cabinet, nearly all
of whom know that they would stand no chance in op-

position to, or ia competition with a successful
and thus it appears that no soldier is long successful
There is a something that strikes down each and all cf
the generals of the Lincoln army just as soon as they
begin to raise their heads a little, or secure tc themselves
any decided expressions of popular favor. It is good
for us that it is so. Seward, everybody knows, des'res
to be President. It has been the dream of his life, the
goal of his ambition, for which he las plotted, dema-gogue- d

and lied. Is he going to see McClellan emerge
out of this war with the laurels of victory, or the repu-

tation of heroism? Not if he can help it. Seward has
been "set back" so often that he is desperate, and what
he will do, or rather what he will not do to forward the
object of his ambition would be hard to tell.

It will be seen that the Reverend Robert Kmmett
Terry has accepted the Rectorship of St. John's (Episco-
pal) Church.

Mr. Terry was formerly rector of a church in New
York, or assistant perhaps to R. v. Dr. Hawks. At
any rate as a Southern man witb Southern feelings,
he found his position in that city such that he could
not conscientiously retain it, and therefore removed to
the South, or rather returned to it, for he is a native
of Virginia. His Church, if we recollect rightly, was
burned in May last, not without strong suspicion of
incendiarism, although we believe that Mr. Terry takes
the more charitable view ol it.

We congratulate the church . upon having received
the ministration of one who enjoys a high reputation as
a pure and able divine.

We notice among the military appointments that of
Gabriel J. Rains, of Kentucky, to be a Brigadier Gen-
eral in the Confederate army. This we believe is the
gentleman who passed through Charlotte setme months
ago, and was rather suspected at the time by the citi-
zens there, who were laboring under a mistaken impres-
sion in regard to him. He bad been a Colonel in the
U. S. Army, and is a graduate ol West Point. His
brother, Major Rains, is in Richmond, counected with
the ordinance or some other department there.
These two Rains' are natives of Newbern, in this State.
The Geaeral Rains who has been frequently mentioned
as Confederate General in Missouri is a different mau
altogether ; no connection at all of the North Carolina
Rains, although at one time we thought that he was.

Gen. Gabricil J. Rains is now commander of the post
at Yorktown.

By the way, we notice the appointment of Gen. L.
O'B. Branch, but cot of Gen. D. K. McRae. How is
that ? Was there any mistake about it ?

WrE were kindly shown this Horning a private letter
from Hon. J. M. Mason, dated from Fort Warren, in
which he says that he has nothing to complain of but
the detention of his person ; there ia uo lack of intelii
gent society, for there are twenty members of the M.ary- -
iana legislature mere and sundry other distinguished
gentlemen, and they are allowed free intercourse witb
each other and get the papers every day. Thej get any-
thing they want from Boston, pmvided they send aft.tr
it. We suppose they must purchase wha c they get in
this way.

Of course this state of things will ap ply also to Mr
Slidell. Both our Commissioners are in good health
and spirits. Daily Journal, 21th inst.

Fire. An alarm of fire about tjbreft o'clock on yes
terday (Christmas) morning, proceeded from the npper
piazza of the house on Third Street tear chestnut,' oc-

cupied by T. D. Walker Esq. It was extinguished
with but trifling loss.

After full enquiry, wefcti convinced that this fire was
purely acc'dental. Few fires occur, at any time without
some suspicion of incendiarism ; and now, people are
too prone to refer all the results of carelessness on the
part of themselves or their servas .ts to incendiarism.
Incendiarism is always to be gur ded against, bat care
lessness is also to be guarded a gainst and with even
more vigilance. If people con Id make their servants
be careful, we would be willing to take insurance risk
very low, incendiarism to the contrary notwithstanding.
We are all called upon to be vigilant, but we want do
unnecessary alarms.


